
The Garden Club of St. Louis Board Meeting Minutes 
April 16, 2020, 8:30 am 

 
 

Attending: Nancy Ross, Kathleen Rogers, Liz de Laperouse, Lisa Trulaske, Mary Hayward, Alden 
Pflager, Becky Smith, Carrie Polk, Alex McNett, Linda O’Hara, Nancy Ylvisaker, Diane Wyse Jackson, 
Julie Peters, Liza Thornhill, Meredith Holbrook, Tricia Schlafly, Joe Carpenter, Laura Streett, Lisa Imbs 
 
Nancy Ross welcomed the group to our first Zoom Board meeting, and the February 2020 Minutes were 
approved. 
 
Jack Holmes was congratulated for his Art in Bloom entry which won Best in Show from the Museum 
staff, and second place for the Visitors’ Choice. 
 
Liza Thornhill then presented the slate of six proposed new Provisionals, who were unanimously 
approved by the Board. The Membership Committee will now send the names to the Membership for the 
two-week comment period, as outlined in the Bylaws. New Provisionals proposed were: 

• Linda Bond 
• Stacy Cooper 
• Ferrall Crowley 

• Didi Fratt 
• Megan Maher 
• Muffy Peters 

 
Meredith Holbrook confirmed that the April and May meetings were cancelled without any cost to the 
Club and hopes that both Quinn Long and Paula Pryke can be rescheduled for a future meeting. Plans for 
next year are in the works and include Charles Birnbaum, President and CEO of the Cultural Landscape 
Foundation in Washington DC, who will speak at the October meeting. 
 
The Wyse Jacksons were also thanked for agreeing to continue to plan to host the June 16 Annual 
Meeting, which is on hold pending an evaluation of the evolving stay-at-home situation. Stay tuned for an 
announcement as the date approaches. 
 
Carrie Polk announced “At Home in the Garden,” a virtual garden share for April and May, that will 
allow us all to share garden photos from our time at home. Photos should be sent to Carrie Polk and Joe 
Carpenter, who plan to share them via Instagram and an emailed slide show. Details will be sent to 
members soon. 
 
Nancy Ross reported that, as is our tradition, Mary Morgan has arranged for three dogwoods to be planted 
in Rodes Park as a memorial to the three members we have recently lost, Bert Condie, Janie Rouse, and 
Erica Leisenring. Thank you to Mary for this important effort. Nancy Ylvisaker added that the City of 
Ladue is undertaking a review of the master plan for Rodes Park that will take a long-term view of new 
plantings there. It is our hope that our memorial tree planting can continue to be a part of this plan. 
 
Nancy Ylvisaker also reported that the Conservation Committee is continuing to work on virtual 
programming during this time:  

• The Pollinator Tree Planting webinar has been postponed till fall. 
• The Earthdance Virtual Tour will be held on April 29 (rsvp to Nancy). 
• The Wyse Jacksons have arranged for a virtual Composting Workshop – stay tuned for that date. 
• The Committee is considering undertaking a “Climate Pledge” project, similar to the “Healthy 

Yard” pledge, and this might be a test for a broader GCA effort. 
• Diane Wyse Jackson added that MOBOT is conducting regular virtual tours of parts of the 

Garden that have been very successful. 



Nancy Ross proposed that the saving from our cancelled April 2020 meeting ($2000) be donated to 
EarthDance Farms to assist with their locally grown organic foodbank efforts. All agreed it was a great 
idea to use our funds in this way during this time of great community need, and the vote passed 
unanimously. Ideas for a similar donation from our May meeting savings are welcome. 
 
Kathleen Rogers then gave an update on the website revamp that is underway by a small committee of 
members. Lauren Rau, a local independent web designer, has been retained to redesign our website on the 
WiX platform, and the prototype, which is based on the RFP that was shared with the Board in February, 
will be shared with the Website Committee in the coming weeks. It is hope that the new site can be live 
by the end of this program year. 
 
Laura Streett then reminded us all that we will be travelling again someday, and to keep in mind the 
following wonderful GCA trips, all of which are detailed on the GCA website: 

• Morocco (March 2021) 
• Cotswolds (June 2021) 
• Amalfi Coast (September 2021) 

 
Lastly, please mark your calendars for the May 14 Board Meeting, which will once again be held on 
Zoom! 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Kathleen Rogers  
 
 

 


