
The Garden Club of St. Louis 

Board Meeting Minutes 

November 12, 2020 

Via Zoom 

 

Attendance: Kathleen Rogers, Nancy Ross, Meredith Holbrook, Nancy Ylvisaker, Alden Pflager, Mokie 

Carmichael, Jack Holmes, Lele Bitting, Liz de Laperouse, Alex McNett, Mary Morgan, Linda O’Hara, 

Carrie Polk, Ulrike Schlafly, Joe Carpenter, Lisa Trulaske, Susan Werner, Tracy Chivetta, Suzanne 

Johnson 

 

Welcome and Minutes: Kathleen and Mokie  

- Thank you for signing on, motion to pass October Minutes. Motion passed. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Kathleen for Beth 

- Beth will be sharing the budget report where we stand at each meeting. She is currently working 

on the 990.  

- Budget is in line with expectations for the year. 80% of dues have been collected and we have 

paid our national dues. 

- We are in great shape for the year.  

 

Photography Show Preview: Carrie  

- Thank you to everyone who participated in the Magnificent Missouri photography show. Carrie 

showed some of the slideshow. Great job Carrie and Joe!  

- Carrie also mentioned the GCA Covid Photography Project which will be rolling out next May. 

Members are invited to share photographs of their experiences during the pandemic. Carrie will 

share the details in the Grapevine.  

 

Committee Updates 

- Conservation: Nancy  

- Working on memorial tree in Rodes Park, working on the master plan and talking to the 

City of Ladue, will give an update soon.  

- Next book club will be in January. 

- New date for C-Change Conversations presentation on climate change.  

- There has been great turnout at conservation meetings, thank you to participants and to 

Nancy. 

 

- Programs: Meredith  

- Next Tuesday the 17th @ 5.30 Jack and David Bovier will host a zoom with Holiday 

floral design ideas and tips.  

- For 2021 the GCA has created beautiful virtual programs that can be sent for our 

programs. For example a program on Lewis Miller who did the NYC Pop up.  

 

- Holiday Wreath Event: Lele 



- This year’s Holiday event will be held via zoom on Dec 8th with London florist Paula 

Pryke. There will be a short video of Paula creating a holiday wreath followed by detailed 

instructions from Jack and Lele to make your own wreath. 

- They are ordering all the materials needed and will deliver to members’ homes. Cut off 

for RSVP is two weeks prior to make sure enough materials. $75 per person please rsvp 

and mail check to Lele.  

- Picture of wreath is on the grapevine if you would like to see it. Members can donate 

their wreath or keep for their home. 

 

- Movie Series Idea: Lisa  

- Viewing of the Gardener was a success. Chase Park Plaza has made it very easy, 

everyone felt socially distanced and comfortable.  

- Lisa hosted an impromptu lunch after the movie and walk through the Russell Page 

Garden. Thank you Lisa for the beautiful lunch and garden visit! 

- People really enjoyed it and are looking forward to doing it again. Possibly showing 

David Attenborough’s documentary next.  

 

- Horticulture: Linda O’Hara and Alex McNett 

- Hard to create anything because horticulture is so hands on. They are presenting anything 

they can find that’s valuable online. GCA has a lot of wonderful online material.  

- Linda mentioned that last spring’s seed balls were a success, they have identified what 

seeds did well and would like to try again in the spring with modified seed balls.  

- Many thanks to Linda and Alex for all the great things they add to the Grapevine!  

 

- Green Grants: Nancy 

- Please encourage people to take advantage of the Green Grants.  Deadline to apply is 

January 15th, application and guidelines are on the website. 

- We have allotted 25k for this year’s Grants and would like to get the money out and into 

the Community.  

- Please reach out to Becky or Liza if you have any questions or need any help with the 

application. 

 

Other Business/Next Meeting  

- Alden showed one of two Garden Club of St. Louis signs for people to use that she will leave in 

the City Hall Office for display on projects like Rodes Park.  

 

- Thank you to Joe Carpenter for all his hard work on the website and photography show. 

 

- Other clubs have been reaching out to Nancy and Kathleen with questions about how they make 

their co-presidency work. If anyone has had trouble communicating with them as presidents 

please let them know so they can share with other clubs thinking of doing the same.  

 

Next Board Meeting: Thursday, January 7th at 9am via Zoom  

 


