
The Garden Club of St. Louis 

Board Meeting Minutes 

February 14, 2019 

Happy Valentine’s Day! 

 

Attending: Nancy Ross, Kathleen Rogers, Mark Critchfield, Liz de Laperouse, Lisa Trulaske, Mary 

Hayward, Alden Pflager, Conchita Stuhl, Becky Smith, Carrie Polk, Alex McNett, Linda O’Hara, Nancy 

Ylvisaker, Diane Wyse Jackson, Julie Peters, Liza Thornhill  

 

Welcome and Approval of January Minutes: Nancy Ross 

 January meeting minutes approved. 

 As discussed at last meeting the minutes will no longer be printed in an effort to eliminate 

unnecessary paper waste, they are available online.  

 

Programs: Nancy for Meredith Holbrook 

 Tuesday, February 18 Doug Ladd will be speaking on the importance of gardening and 

conservation. He is a very knowledgeable and passionate and will speak about conservation 

efforts in our community and in general.   

 Tuesday, April 21 Dr. Quinn Long Director of the Shaw Nature Preserve. 

 Tuesday, May 19 Paula Pryke @ Old Warson. Paula is a world renowned London Florist that we 

are able to have because she is coming for the Virginia Garden Week. Inviting Ladue Garden 

Club, florists from Art in Bloom and guests to come for the presentation. Guests will be charged 

$50, there is no cap to guests invited. There will be dinner to follow.  

 Wednesday, May 20th Paula will give a 2 hour floral design workshop at Petals by Irene for $200 

a person. Thank you Jack for hosting! 

 

Floral Committee: Nancy for Jack Holmes 

 Jack will be representing our club at Art in Bloom March 6 to 8th at the St. Louis Art Museum. 

 Jack will be interpreting The Hudson at Piermont painting by Jasper Francis Cropsey, everyone is 

very excited to see what he creates!  

 Jack would like to remind everyone to look at the GCA Website for Flower Shows to visit, our 

Zone’s show is June 25 – June 27th.   

 

Conservation: Nancy Ylvisaker 

 Tuesday, February 18 @ 8am Nancy will host a Conservation Committee Brainstorming Session 

at her house to discuss possible projects as well as current projects like Rodes Park and Edie’s 

Mulch Site. Looking for more people to attend and suggest possible ideas.  

 Discuss campaign for Ladue merchants to reduce plastic waste.  

 Diane commented that Andrew Wyatt’s behind-the-scenes greenhouse tour at the Botanical 

Garden was great, very thorough!  

 

Photography: Carrie Polk   

 Unjudged Photography Show “In the Garden” during our April Meeting, all the information has 

been announced in the Grapevine regarding classes, sizes and mounting instructions.  

 Email Carrie to register your photo by Sunday, April 19th. Please have your entry mounted on 

black foam core (kinko’s or diversified labs can mount) and drop off your entry the morning of 

the show.  

 Thank you Carrie for making entering the show feel so achievable!  

 

Horticulture: Alex McNett and Linda O’Hara 



 Next event is Herbaceous Cocktails at Linda’s home on April 1st. Will have a choice of Tequila, 

Gin, or Vodka to mix with herbs from your garden.  

 Winner to be possibly served at the April Program Meeting.  

 Please Uber to event if possible as parking is tricky.  

 Thank you Linda for hosting the seed ball workshop to encourage bee pollination, seed balls to be 

planted in sunny spot of your garden mid-April.  

 Composting workshop in March or early April, lots of interest from our members to learn about 

composting and local companies that can assist.  

 

Garden History and Design: Mark Critchfield  

 22 people have signed up for our Virginia Garden Trip April 23 to 26th. Mark and Polly have put 

together a great trip, all the details can be found on the Grapevine or VA Garden Trip website.  

 Visiting 10 gardens in 3 days including Elizabeth Locke’s garden and a private tour of Bunny 

William’s Oak Spring Farms.  

 Thank you Mark and Polly!    

 

Fall Fund Raising Event: Nancy Ross 

 February 19th brainstorming session for a fall fundraiser, want to get back to regularly doing 

things to raise money for the community.  

 Ideas from other garden clubs – Bennington VT GC puts on a Tea Party for Public, Rye NY GC 

does a Garden Walk, Jacksonville GC puts on a Root Ball and has planted over 3000 trees,  

Darien CT has Birdsong where the members make birdhouses and invite the public. Birdsong 

made 44k last year.  

 One possible idea is an auction where our members invite a guest and we auction off a few select 

vacation homes and events.  

 Part two of the brainstorming session would be what to use the funds for.  

 

Coca Fall Event: Nancy Ross 

 Coca has asked us to be involved in Coca in Bloom fall event with them and Ladue Garden Club. 

They would really like the event to continue and historically our club has been very involved in 

the event and assisted with the fundraising.  

 Originally the event was a fundraiser for all three clubs, last time Coca took all the profits.  

 Everyone agrees it’s a great event for the community and the kids but it is a huge amount of work 

and time for our members, do we want to participate? Also it is scheduled for the fall which is the 

same time as our possible Fundraising Event.  

 Julie Peters suggested reaching out to other schools about a possible event, different opportunity 

with a new group.  

 Nancy to go back to Coca to discuss our involvement and goals etc. going forward for the event.  

 Mark Critchfield suggested the creation of an Outreach Committee to help expand our role in the 

community and focus the energy of the club. Need to have a long term dialogue with the 

relationships and projects we are involved in.  

 Please come to the brainstorming session on the 19th to discuss.  

 

Website Enhancement Brainstorming Session: Kathleen Rogers  

 Brainstorming session was held January 22nd (handout of discussion on website) goal is to make 

our website more user friendly by the end of the summer so next Roster is a smooth transition.  

 Huge thank you to Joe Carpenter for running the website on his own, he has done an amazing 

job! 



 Meeting with Clarity Connect our current provider to see what they offer, also looking at other 

website designers.  

 Identified some other websites like the following that have a “look” that people like: Ladue 

Garden Club, Bowood, Des Moines Founders Club, St. Peters Church.  

 

 

Submitted by Mokie Carmichael  

 

 


