
The Garden Club of St. Louis 
Board Meeting Minutes 

January 7, 2021 
Via Zoom 

 
Attendance: Kathleen Rogers, Meredith Holbrook, Beth Niesen, Becky Smith, Nancy Ylvisaker, Alden 
Pflager, Mokie Carmichael, Janie Foster, Liza Weiss, Jack Holmes, Alex McNett, Mary Morgan, Linda 
O’Hara, Ulrike Schlafly, Joe Carpenter, Suzanne Johnson, Julie Peters, Diane Wyse Jackson, Lizzy 
Rickard  
 
Welcome and Minutes: Kathleen Rogers and Mokie Carmichael 

- Thank you for signing on and welcome to our first meeting of 2021. 
-  Motion to pass November minutes, motion passed.   

 
Treasurer’s Report: Beth Niesen 

- Viewed January finance report, things are largely unchanged there is some additional income 
expected from December. Operating account largely the same, outstanding dues from 16 
members and additional wreath making attendees. Email reminders being sent out today.  

- This month’s meeting is relatively cost free so no expected change. 
- Reminder that we still have the Green Grants funds and savings accounts that agreed to retain.  

 
Committee Updates: 

- Programs: Meredith Holbrook 
- Very excited about the January and February Programs! 
- Next Tuesday, January 12th via zoom we will have a fireside chat with Peter Wyse 

Jackson who will introduce a film about the Svalbard Global Seed Vault. After the 
viewing there will be a discussion on Mobot’s involvement in the vault and the vaults 
importance. The program has created a lot of excitement and responses.  

- February 16th via zoom we will be speaking with Dan Burkhardt from Islamorada Florida 
about the efforts being made to preserve and protect the Everglades followed by a short 
film documenting those efforts.   
 

- Green Grants: Liza Weiss  
- They have received four applications so far and have a week until the deadline of January 

15th.  
- They are very excited about the ones they have received so far and look forward to the 

next step in the process.  
- Please reach out to Liza or Becky if you have any questions.  

 
- Membership: Alden Pflager  

- Hoping for the membership process to proceed as usual despite not being able to bring 
guests to the programs or events. 

- Started accepting new applicants January 1st and the deadline is March 10th. Guidelines 
and application are on the website.  



- Also noted the extra rosters and banners that members can use in projects or backgrounds 
are in the office at city hall for use.  
 

- Holiday Wreath Event: Jack Holmes  
- There was a great turnout for this fun event, especially fun seeing the photos of 

everyone’s creations! 
 

- Movie Series Idea and Pop Ups: Kathleen Rogers  
- The screening of The Gardener was a big success and they are hoping to recreate it. 

Please reach out to Lisa Trulaske with any movie ideas you might have. 
- Please also let Lisa Imbs know of any ideas for safe pop ups for the spring, they have a 

few ideas but are welcome to any suggestions.  
- Later discussion of popups included possible class on avocado growing. 
- Also discussed a possible watercolor class coordinated with Bowood, Lizzy and Suzanne 

are in discussions.  
 

- Floral Design: Jack Holmes  
- This spring would like to have a small flower arranging class with flowers cut from your 

garden, possibly in Jack’s garden. He is working on the details.   
 

- Horticulture: Alex McNett and Linda O’Hara  
- They are really excited about a possible winter sowing project that everyone can do using 

a milk jug, hopefully in January or early February.  
- Lizzy Rickard mentioned that Bowood had a recent class on seed germination and it 

would be a great idea for our club, everyone can do it! Lizzy volunteered to connect Alex 
and Linda with the Bowood instructor to coordinate a workshop for our club.  

- Also focusing on small area garden or “no excuse gardening” since everyone is cooped 
up this year, 6 x 6 really small and achievable.  

- They are trying to find ways to encourage people to stay with it and not be intimidated.   
 

- Conservation: Nancy Ylvisaker and Diane Wyse Jackson  
- January 21st there will be a zoom open house meeting regarding the Master Plan for 

Rodes Park. The zoom is open to anyone for suggestions and ideas for the plan. 
- Friday January 22nd is the All-Missouri Conservation Book Club Zoom meeting to 

discuss Irreplaceable: The Fight to Save our Wild Places. Feedback of the book club has 
been great, people have enjoyed the books and meeting people from other clubs. Please 
join even if you have not read the book.  

 
- Provisionals: Lizzy Rickard  

- Idea presented that provisional’s pass this year and join next year’s in activities and 
events. 

- Suggestion was made in thinking of next year’s provisional’s that we should think about 
diversity in all areas of our club and membership.  
 



 
 
 

 
Other Business/Next Meeting  
- Garden Club of St. Louis was associated into the Garden Club of America in 1921, it was 

suggested that we start thinking how we would like to recognize the special event. 100 yrs. of 
Association is very unique and should be celebrated. Idea to possibly celebrate at the annual 
meeting this spring if we can have an event or start the celebration next year.  

 
Next Board Meeting: Thursday, February 11th at 9am via Zoom  
 
Submitted by Mokie Carmichael and Janie Foster  
 


